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Behold, how good and how pleaſant it is for brethren to diuell e in 25 7 


It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard 
even Aaron's baard ; that went down 10 the eitis of his garments z/\ 4g the dew 
of Hermon, and a the dew that deſcended upon the mountains of Zion « for 
there the Lird commanded the bleſſing, even life for evermore. 3 bi 


- 
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TuxsE were che expreſſions of a man, well ; AG» | 
quainted with the pleaſures, that ariſe from the cultivation 
of the ſocial virtues. At a time, when the greateſt part 
of the inhabitants of the world, are diſtreſſed by the hor- | 


rors and devaſtations of war, this ſentiment muſt afford a | 


cheme. of. pleaing contemplation to eyery generous nin 
And 


6 Maſonic Oration. 


| Ang while I congratulate you, RIGHT WORSHIPFUL, WOR= 


sert, and BELOVED BRETHREN, on the return of this 
anniverſary, I feel a peculiar ſatisfaction, in the reflection, 
that the cultivation of theſe ſentiments (which is the indiſ- 
penſable duty of every worthy Maſon) will induce you to 


view, with indulgence, the errors of a haſty performance. 


O the cultivation of the ſocial virtues, depends much 
of our real enjoyment. They tend to ſmooth the rugged 
paths of life, and diſarm affliction of its keeneſt weapons. 
They render man uſeful, reſ pectable, and happy. They will 
at all times, prove unfading ornaments, - will ever enliven the 
gloom of adverſiiy, will add luſtre to the ſunſhine of ſucceſs. 
Theſe virtues, are of more advantage to mankind, than thoſe 
that are more dazzling and ſplendid. Courage and ambition 
attract admiration, and ſometimes inſure applauſe, But Hu- 
manity, Benevolence and Charity, while they yield ſerene, and 
peaceful pleaſure, to the boſoms of their poſſeſſors, diffuſe 
| extended happineſs to all around them. The Alexanders, 


and the Can of the world, have almoſt univerſally over- 
whelmed 


| Maſonic Oration. 7 5 
whelmed with miſery and ſubjection, the age in which theß 
lived. But the humane, the charitable, the benevolent many 
by the ſteady practice of the plain, ſimple dictates of truth 
and morality, renders Society a more uſeful tribute, than the 
laurel'd Hero, or the ſcepter d Monarch. "Theſe Virtues, 


indeed, demand no public notice ;---they aſk no laboured pas 


negyric they reſemble the filent ſhowers of evening 


which, though they fall unſeen, yet deeply tinge the I 
fields with beauteous verdure, 

Max is a ſocial being. Such are his faculties, that they 
droop, and wither, in the wilderneſs of ſolitude. They exs 
pand, they ripen, and are matured, in the garden of Society, 
Had not the wiſdom of the Almighty intended man for $05 
ciety, he would not have formed him, ſubje& to ſuch a v 
riety of infirmities---infirmities, which would render life itt | 
ſelf a burden, without the aid of mutual aſſiſtance. Hens i 
would we infer the neceſſity, as well as the pleaſure I 
of ſocial intercourſe. We accordingly find, in the earlieft” 
tages of the world, ſocieties were formed, and man became 

connected 
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| connected with man, for the purpoſes of protection, and im- 
ptovement. Among the earlieſt of theſe allociations, and co- 
| eyal with the firſt dawn of improvement in the Sciences, and 
| ſocial virtues, is the Aucient and honorable inſtitution of Free 
Maſonry. Eſtabliſhed on the moſt noble and liberal princi- 
ples, at a period when man was yet uncorrupted by luxury, 
yet unnerved by exceſs, its object was improvement in the 
moſt uſeful Sciences, and the moſt generous Virtues. A So- 
ciety, ſo happily calculated for improvement and happineſs, 
could not fail of ſucceſs. It has accordingly received the 
patronage of the good and great in every.age. It has been 
| the inſeparable companion of Learning, Religion, and Free- 
dom. Where theſe have flouriſhed, there has this inſtitution 
been honored. And where Gothic ignorance, and infidelity 
have triumphed, there has it been negle&ed and deſpiſed. 
It will be unneceſſary at this time, minutely to trace its 
riſe and progreſs. This bright conſtellation firſt aroſe in 
the Easr—-it has illumined every part of the Globe---at 
length it enlightens, and irradiates this our Weſtern Hemiſ- 
-phere. As the ſtar, that diſcovered to the wiſe men of the 


eaſt, 
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cal the place where our Saviour was born, ſo will we view 
it, as the planet that points us the road to Wiſdom and to 
Viztue.---We wall preſerve the Inſtitution, pare and unſul- 
lied, as it was tranſmitted to us We will profit by its in- 
ſtructions— We will rigidly perform the duties it impoſes 
And we will bequeath it Poſterity as a rich, a . an 
invaluable bleſſing. 


Tnx duties inculcated by our excellent inſtitution are 
plain and ſimple. The firſt is a ſincere and unfeigned reve- 
rence for the Author of our Being. Who can view the Sun | 
the Moon---the extended Arch of Heaven? Who can.behold 
the beauty---the Order the Harmony of created nature? 
and forbear to expreſs his Gratitude to the Almighty Archi- 
tect, who ſpake them into exiſtence. | 

« Weigh then the Powers of ſample II | || 
« Make it the keyſtone in your arch of Virtue ; 
« And it will keep that graceful fabrick firm, 

« Though all the forms of fortune burſt upon it.” 


C 
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'Nexr ſhould we cultivate the principles of univerſal 
benevolence, and brotherly affection. We ſhould extend 
our offices of Friendſhip, not to our Brethren: only, but the. 
whole world of mankind. © For brotherly love; is not chat | 
ſelfiſh ſentiment, which leads us to confine our benefies to 
the narrow circle of our connexions only. It is that gene- 


rous principle of the ſoul, which reſpects the whole human 


| ſpecies, as one Family —and conſequently as having claims 
on the aſſiſtance of each other, to — which, 18 only 


Dory. 


Le 


Stuck RTry is another ſhining Jewel of Maſonry. We 
ſhould be . Good Men, and true.” Hypocriſy and deceit, 
are inconſiſtent with our profeſſions. While truth and ſin- 
cerity, promote te harmony of the brethren, and will ren- 
der us acceptable i in the ſight of that BEI xo, lg ſeeth- - 


in ſecret. 


To theſe ves, we ſhould. add another. It is Charity. 
+. 
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If we have abundance, we ſhould part from 1 it, liberally, for 

the relief of others. If we are deſtitute ourſelveg, we ſhould 
render our mite, which will be equally acceptable to him, 
«< u judgeth not as man Judgeth. » Like the Prieſt and 
the Levite, we ſhould not turn away from the diſtreſſes of a 
any of our brethren of mankind. But, like the good Sama- þ 
ritan, we ſhould adminifter the oil and wine of comfort 

and relief to their neceſſities. e, FD 


To nameall our Maſonic duties, would comprehend the 
whole ſyſtem of morality. One more, then, only, ſhall be 
mentioned. It is Secrecy. This Virtue is as uſeful in the 


common concerns of life, as in Maſonry. Brother has been 


made the enemy of Brother — and even the tender connexion 
of Father and Son, has oftimes been broken by an ill timed 

breach of confidence. But uſeful as is this Virtue, our Fra- ' 
ternity have conſtantly been abuſed, by the weak and igno- 
rant, for their ſteady adherance to it. To the empty babbler, 
who prates, he knows not why -To the canting hypocrite, 


who, 
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| who, ofenjibly devotes one day. to the ſervice of his Maker--- 
4 And in ria" em =mpl ploys t the next to murder the reputation of 
| hs: CT. Ito theſe, the Secrets of Free Maſonry have 
} afforded a conſtant topic, for contempt and ridicule. And 
What are theſe famed ſecrets ? If a brother in neceſſity, 
ſieeks relief, it is an inviolable ſecret, for © Charity vaunteth 
| not itſelf,” If an overtaken brother be admoniſhed, it is a ſe- 
cret, * for Charity is kind.” If poſſibly, little differences 


| may invade our peaceful walls, theſe are ſecrets ; for © Cha- 


rity ſuffereth long, is not eaſily provoked, thinketh not un- 


kindly.” The forms and ceremonies of our Society are 


indeed ſecrets; if they were not, we could not poſſibly 
maintain our connexion with our brethren of foreign na- 
tions; and ſhould thus diveſt our inſtitution of one of 
its principal advantages. If any apology were neceſſary 
for cheſe ſecrets, we might plead univerſal cuſtom. There 
is no Society without them. There are Secrets of State. 
And though in the preſent degenerate 'age, they have 
been 
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been promulgated, by men, deſtitute of i and v vir- 
tue; : the bad conſequences of ſuch breach of confideneg 
affords a ſpecious argument, i in favot of this uſeful virtue, | 

Axorunn objedian made to our inſtitution is, at 4 
thoſe of the other ſex are not admitted to participate its 
benefits. It may be obſerved, that, as the inſtitution ori: 


ginated il ane of the moſt laborious occupations, Its 


metaphors, and ceremonies, are by no means adapted to 
their diſpoſitions and habits,” It is not from any; wank af 
reſpect to the ſex---none can feel for them a more ſineęre at 
tachment, than a F re, and Accepted Maſon-—It is not from 
the miſtaken idea, that they cannot keep our ſeœrets. It is 
for the ſame reaſon that they do not command in armies, 9 
preſide in Courts of Juſtice. Theirs are the milder virtues, 
We feel, and we acknowledge their influence. It _relems 
bles the gentle, though powerful attraction of the moon. 
They rule, and they govern, the tide of human happineſs. 
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In the preſent ſtate of weakneſs and infirmity, perfec- 


| 04 


tion is not to be expected. To err is human. It has been 


objected, that Maſons do not always live agreeable to their | 


profeſſions. Undeniable, as is this truth, it is no argument 
againſt the inſtitution itſelf, As well might we deſpiſe the 
heavenly doctrines of chriſtianity, becauſe ſome of its profeſ- 


ſors have violated its ſacred laws. And, with the ſame pro- 


priety, might we withdraw our confidence, from the whole 
human race, becauſe an individual has been guilty of diſho- 
neſty. But, if we have been diſgraced by ſome, who have 
walked unworthy their profeſſion, ſo likewiſe have we been 
honored by many, who would refle& credit on any Society. 
The greateſt characters in the world have laid aſide their 
dignities, and put themſelves ona level with us. The illuſ⸗ 
trious Preſident of United America, acknowledg ges himſelf a 
And he whoſe honored re- 
| is are ee on the heights of Charleſtown, once pre- 
<p ſided 


Free and Accepted Maſon 


[ 
f 
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fided with dignity, in the Grand ER of the State of Maß 
ſachuſetts. 


AxINATED by ſuch illuſtrious examples, let us my 
Brethren, endeavour to fulfil the deſign of our excellent in- 
ſtitution, by walking conformably to 1ts precepts. May the 
pure and genuine princi iples of Juſtice, Benevolence, Charity, 
and Sincerity, influence and direct our conduct. Let us in 
an eſpecial manner, cultivate with aſſiduity, the ſocial virtues. 
Let us deal juſtly, and honorably with all men. Let us live 
within the Compass let us act on the Square. Thus ſhall 
we render our Society, relpedtable in the eyes of the world. I 
Thus ſhall we honor an inſtitution, founded in Wiſdom,-== 
ſupported by S:rength---adorned with Beauty. Thus ſhall we 


ſecure to ourſelves, a conſcience, void of offence, that will 
be to us, as a cloud by day, and as a pillar of fire by night, 
that will conduct us ſafely, thro' the dreary wilderneſs of 


trouble and affliction. And by ſuch conduct, ſhall we be en- 
abled 
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abled to ſpread W's thoſe genuine principles, of benevo- 
lence, and philanthrophy, which may be the humble means 


of haftening that happy, promiſed period, ben man ſpall 
no longer b be che enemy, but the friend---the brother of men, 


“ when the Wolf ſhall dwell with the Lamb--the Leopard, 


3 ſhall lie down with the Kid, - «and the Calf--and the young 
9 Lion, and the fatling rogether, - 7 when nation ſhall not 
I | life up the word againſt nation, neither ſhall they learn war 
E any more. But they ſhall fit every man under his vine and 12 
2 under his fig tree, and none e ſhall moleſt, or e them 
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